Effect of anti-HLA antibodies on the long-term survival of heart and kidney allografts.
Study of anti-HLA antibodies in a population of 238 primary renal and 199 primary heart allograft recipients showed significant association between development of anti-HLA antibodies and that of chronic allograft rejection. The 5-year renal allograft survival was 70% in recipients without antibodies and 53% in recipients who developed anti-HLA alloantibodies during the first year following transplantation. Heart allograft survival at 5 years was 91% in patients without and 78% in patients with antibodies during the first 12 months posttransplantation. Development of antibodies is associated with acute rejection episodes and probably with the release of soluble HLA antigens.